    
THE AHA

Incorporated as a Non-Profit Organization on March 14, 1986, the Applewood Hockey Association has enjoyed many years providing organized hockey in the MHL. We are represented at every age group from Pre Novice to Juvenile.

PHILOSOPHY

· To foster, promote and teach amateur hockey and to provide maximum opportunity for all eligible individuals on a team to participate as equitably as possible, both during the regular season and playoffs.

· To develop community spirit and encourage sportsmanship and good fellowship amongst all participants to the betterment of their physical, mental and social well being.

· To sponsor and promote such athletic, social and other activity as may contribute to the financial resources of the Association.

· To conduct the affairs to foster, promote and teach amateur hockey and to provide maximum opportunity for all of the Association without pecuniary gain or benefit of any of its members. To use all revenue solely for the promotion of these purposes and objectives.

EXECUTIVE

The Executive Committee of the Board, comprised of the President, the Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, Head Coach and Head Convenor directs the Association. All Officers of the Executive, Directors, and coaching staff are volunteers.  The Executive and its Directors are primarily responsible for reviewing the overall performance of the Association and its teams on an ongoing basis.  These include reviewing and approving:

· The Association’s budget

· Individual team budgets, financial statements, operating policies

· Association officials’ performance of their duties and responsibilities.

· Association and team fundraising

· Matters relating to the MHL rules and regulations.

· Selection of Head Coaches

REGISTRATION

Registration for the 2007/2008 season will be as follows:

	“A” PLAYERS:  MINOR ATOM – MIDGET
	$500.00

	PRE NOVICE 2001-2003
	$350.00

	MINOR NOVICE 2000
	$350.00

	NOVICE 1999
	$350.00

	NOVICE GOLD 1999
	$390.00

	MINOR ATOM 1998
	$350.00

	ATOM 1997
	$350.00

	MINOR PEEWEE 1996
	$390.00

	PEEWEE 1995
	$390.00

	MINOR BANTAM 1994
	$390.00

	BANTAM 1993
	$390.00

	MINOR MIDGET 1992
	$390.00

	MIDGET 1991/1990
	$390.00

	JUVENILE 1987-1989
	$200.00


   

An additional discount of $25.00 will be given if more than one player per family is registered with Applewood.  Individual team fees, sponsorship and fundraising are in addition to registration fees and are handled on a team-by-team basis.  Parents/players, however, will receive a proposed team budget and can expect to see a minimum of 3 financial statements and year-end statement showing full disclosure of allocated team funds.  Copies of these documents will be given to the Applewood Hockey Association Executive. Your registration fee includes:

· If house league, one pair of White socks and a White sweater

· If “A” teams, two pairs of socks and two sweaters – a White “Home” and a Royal Blue “Away

· Team picture

· Minimum of 50 minutes of practice ice

· MHL registration fees and player insurance

TEAM OFFICIAL’S CODE

A maximum of 5 team officials may be carded by the MHL.  These include the Head Coach, 2 Assistant Coaches, 1 Trainer and 1 Manager.

· It is the responsibility of each team official to learn the AHA’s policies and procedures.  The Association expects adherence to all policies and procedures.  These policies and procedures include the AHA Guide to Quality Coaching, Coaches Handbook, Dressing Room Policy, AHA Fair Play/Code of Ethics for coaches, Code of Ethics for Hockey Trainers, and Team Official Responsibilities documented in the Bylaws and Constitution of the AHA (all of which are available on the AHA website).

· The Head Coach is appointed by the Executive and is responsible for selecting his/her staff members.  Final approval to card all Team Officials is that of the Executive.

· All Team Officials must have the Abuse and Harassment Certificate in order to be an approved team official.

· All team officials must have a current Police Check.

· All team officials must show respect to all players, parents and league officials.

· Head Coaches must hold the required Hockey Canada certification for their age group and level.

· Trainers must hold Hockey Trainers Certification Program – HTCP.

· All officials must be a positive role model for good sportsmanship and encourage such action among our players.

· AHA coaches will communicate with players, parents, officials, volunteers and administrators honestly, generously, fairly and with integrity.

· AHA coaches will encourage players to have fun and develop confidence in themselves.

· AHA Head Coaches will communicate all information passed on to them from Executive of the AHA

A team official’s misconduct relating to the AHA policies and procedures may result in reprimands, suspension or release depending on severity (minor or major infractions or repeat offense).

PARENT/GUARDIAN’S CODE

The following points apply to parents and/or guardians wishing to register a child within the AHA.

· All parents/guardians shall adhere to the Association policies and procedures.  These policies and procedures include the Code of Ethics for Parents/Guardians, Harassment and Abuse Policy, the AHA Complaint Reporting Form and the Appeals Form (all of which are available on the AHA Website).

· All parents/guardians are obligated to remain positive and show respect at all times.

· Any disagreements will be dealt with as per Association and MHL policies and procedures.

· Any parent/guardian who acts in a manner contradictory of AHA and MHL policies and procedures may have his/her son or daughter suspended from their Team for a period of time deemed appropriate by the Executive and Team Officials (i.e. depending on severity (minor or major infractions or repeat offense).

PLAYER’S CODE

The following points apply to players wishing to register within the AHA.

· Players will show respect to all AHA Officials and Team Officials.

· Players will abide by all AHA and MHL policies and procedures.  These policies and procedures include the Fair Play/Code of Ethics for Players (available on the AHA website).

· Players will abide by all Team rules.

· Players will refrain from the use of alcohol and illegal substances.

· Players are a direct representation of the Team and AHA.  Their demeanor on and off the ice will adhere to all the limits that encompass the Fair Play/Code of Ethics conduct.

A player’s misconduct relating to the AHA and Team policies and procedures may result in reprimands, suspension or release depending on severity (minor or major infractions or repeat offense).

PLAYER INJURY

All Trainers, certified or not, will abide by all AHA and MHL policies and procedures.  These policies and procedures include the Code of Ethics for Hockey Trainers and Harassment and Abuse Policy (available on the AHA website).

Teams with a Certified Trainer:

Where a team has a certified trainer, the trainer's decisions regarding injuries and player safety shall be final. 

Head coaches cannot overrule injury /safety decisions made by the trainer. This includes sitting a player for a shift or for the balance of the game, if so decided.

In cases where a team has more than one certified trainer, one should be deemed as "in charge". This should be discussed and agreed upon before the season begins so as to avoid any conflicts. 

Where the trainer's certification is expired, he shall be a candidate for “most qualified" as outlined below. 

Teams with NO Certified Trainer:

Where a team has no certified trainer, the coach should seek from amongst his coaching staff, the most qualified to "act" as trainer (someone who has had first aid training, for example).

Where the team has no certified trainer, the coach has final decision with regards to injury/safety related matters. 

Any injury (with the exceptions of minor scrapes, cuts and bruises) must be reported to the MHL Rink Duty Official.  

Any player who has been diagnosed by a physician to have any degree of concussion from any activity will not be permitted to return to playing status in the MHL, including practices or dry land training, without the written authorization from that physician, with a copy of the authorization being supplied to the MHL office.

In addition, the Head Coach is required to obtain from parents at the start of the season, a Medical Conditions Form (see Appendix A) that will be maintained confidentially and be available at games and tournaments. At yearend it is the Head Coach’s responsibility to destroy these documents.

TEAM ASSOCIATED ISSUES

The Applewood Hockey Association allows freedom to Teams to set individual Team policies and procedures within the boundaries of the AHA/MHL policies and procedures.  Approval by the AHA Executive (via the Head Coach) on their respective Team policies and procedures is required.

Team Meetings:

It is recommended that Head Coaches conduct a minimum of four team meetings per season.  There should be a meeting at the opening and closing of the season and at least two others during the season (i.e. before Christmas break and just prior to Playoffs).

Ice Time:
Each team will be allotted one hour of practice ice per week as determined by the Ice Allocation Director. “A” teams may obtain an extra ½ hour (subject to availability) of ice time at their own expense.

Complaint Procedures:

The AHA has a Complaint Procedure effect.  The procedure shall apply in the event that the AHA is requested to resolve a dispute or complaint raised by any player, parent/guardian or team official. The request shall be submitted per the Complaint Form available on the AHA website.  The Discipline and Protest Committee handle all complaints.

TEAM FINANCES

Fund raising activities by individual teams, i.e. for a total amount in excess of $500.00, and/or the opening of a bank account in the name of the team concerned regardless of amount, must receive the prior approval of the Board of Directors.  Head Coaches are encouraged to develop and present three alternative team budgets –a low end budget, medium budget and high end budget – at the start of the season of which an approved budget will be passed by consensus of votes by the team officials and parents/guardians.

All team bank account facilities can only be operated under two signatures one of which must be the team's treasurer. Both signatories must be team parents but cannot be from the same family or any member of the coaching staff or any relative thereof.  When opening a bank account, please do not use the word “Applewood” anywhere in the name of the account.

Where the Board has provided its approval, the team must submit its initial budget and thereafter bi-monthly statements of revenues and expenditures to the A.H.A. Treasurer (a Budget Template is available on the AHA website).  In addition, all books of account and bank records may be required to be submitted to the Audit Committee for review.

A final financial statement detailing its fundraising activities must be submitted to Applewood Hockey Association Treasurer as soon as the season is over. Monies collected by a team by way of additional sponsorships, fund raising etc. belong to the entire team and are not to be attributable to any individual member or members of the team and any team funds remaining unused at the end of the season for which approval was given must be distributed on a pro rata basis to the team members at the end of that season and must not be carried forward to the next season.  As a non-profit entity, the team's final bank balance must be zero.

Failure to meet these conditions will result in team releases (coaches and players) being held by the Association.

PERMISSION TO SKATE

Permission to skate with other GTHL or OMHA teams shall be granted at the discretion of the AHA and will only be binding if signed by the President, Vice President or other approved AHA Director.  Copies of these forms can be viewed on the Applewood website. 

RELEASES

Once a registration card is signed, the AHA will not grant a release to a player except under compelling and unusual circumstances which necessitates the severing of such player’s relationship from the Team, having regard to the best interests of all concerned.  The AHA shall make the determination of the existence of such circumstances in its absolute discretion.  

Per MHL rules, no release may be granted after November 15 of the current playing season.  For any such release to be considered valid in the case of an “A” player, it must be delivered to the GTHL Office not later than the close of business on November 15th.  No player released after November 15 will be accepted to play for the current playing season.

A release form is only valid if signed by the President, Vice President or other approved AHA Director.  Copies of a Release Form can be viewed on the Applewood website.

REFUND POLICY

If the AHA releases a player prior to November 15 in any year, the AHA shall reimburse to the player a portion of the registration fees paid as follows:

· Up to September 1st  - $75.00

· Sept. 1st to Nov. 15th  - $125.00

· After Nov. 15th            - No refund

If a release is mandated by the MHL at any time, or if a release is granted on or after November 16th in any year, the released player shall not be entitled to any repayment.

AFFILIATED PLAYERS

According to MHL rule 4.01, all players can affiliate with Teams from the same Association providing they are from Teams:

a) From the same age Division and a lower Category, or

b) From one age Division lower and from the same or lower Category or one category higher
c) From up to two age Divisions lower and from the same or lower Category for Minor Bantam to Midget.
d) Minor Novice Teams are NOT permitted to affiliate from the Tyke (Pre Novice) category.
For Example:

Minor Bantam White with Minor Bantam Blue or Minor Bantam Green

Minor Bantam White with Peewee Red, Peewee White, Peewee Blue or Peewee Green.

Teams from the same association that are placed in split Categories either prior, during or after the convening cannot affiliate players from Teams in the other split Category.

An eligible affiliate player may play for a Team an unlimited amount of times before  and including January 10th of the hockey season.  After January 10, he/she can only play a maximum of 5 games for the same Team.  Any player playing more than 5 games as an affiliate for the same Team after January 10 will be deemed an ineligible player.

The requesting team head coach must first contact and get approval from the head coach of the affiliate team before asking a player to play on his/her team.  In the event that the affiliate team head coach cannot be reached, the requesting team must contact the AHA’s Head Coach or one of the AHA’s Assistant Head Coaches to inform them of their intentions before asking a player to play on his/her team.

CLUB NAME AND LOGO

   No unauthorized use of the AHA name or logo is permitted.  The President or Vice President must authorize all items with the AHA logo prior to production.  Any approved use is only applicable for the current year.

TEAM WEBSITES

The Applewood Hockey Association permits teams to develop and maintain a team specific website and permits the use of the AHA name and logo on these websites.

The Head Coach must fill out a “Request for Permission to Develop and Maintain a Team Website” form and agree to abide by the rules stipulated therein.  For example:

· The website will not be used in any way deemed as prejudicial to the AHA

· The website will be removed within 90 days after completion of the hockey season. If it is to stay up and running, all artifacts of the Applewood corporation (e.g. Applewood logos) are to be removed from its web pages.

Head Coaches will be subject to disciplinary action by the AHA if these practices are not adhered to.

COURT ACTION

Any recourse to the Courts of any jurisdiction by any member, before all rights of appeal and all the rights and remedies of the Constitution and By Laws of the Applewood Hockey Association and its governing bodies have been exhausted, shall be deemed to be a violation and breach of the By-laws and Constitution of the Applewood Hockey Association. This violation and breach shall result in the automatic indefinite suspension of such member from the Applewood Hockey Association activities and games.

Any player, parent or guardian, Association official, team official or employee of the Applewood Hockey Association who has sought Court Action before exhausting all proper procedures of appeal will be liable for all legal costs and disbursements incurred by the Applewood Hockey Association.

Until full legal costs are paid, at the discretion of the Board of Directors, the right of membership of the said party will be suspended.

Any player, parent or guardian, Association official, team official or employee of the Applewood Hockey Association who, having exhausted the appeal procedures, proceeds with Court Action will be liable for all legal costs and disbursements incurred by the Applewood Hockey Association, should the Courts rule in favour of the Applewood Hockey Association, prior to reinstatement of said party's membership with the Applewood Hockey Association
REFERENCES


 Please see the following websites for important information:


www.applewoodhockey.on.ca for Code of Conduct / Policies and Rules
www.hockey.on.ca for the MHL Code of Conduct / Policies and Rules
www.hockeycanada.ca   ( Harassment and Abuse)
www.ohf.on.ca  (Code of Conduct )
Hockey Canada Fair Play means Safety for all pamphlet/booklet available from the MHL or AHA
Sign Off Sheet

I, as a player, parent/guardian and/or team official, have received and read the above 2007/8 AHA Handbook and agree to abide by its contents. 

I am also aware that any misconduct relating to the AHA/MHL or City of Mississauga policies and procedures may result in reprimands, suspension or release depending on severity (minor or major infractions or repeat offense). 

TEAM

PLAYER   NAME                                                                 SIGNATURE

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME                                              SIGNATURE

________________________________________________________________                 

TEAM OFFICAL’S NAME                   TITLE                       SIGNATURE

Today’s date: _______________________




APPLEWOOD HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
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